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Victory  Gardeners  -  and  friends  of  Victory  Gardeners  - 

July  is  a  month  that  calls  for  vigilance.    It's  a  time  of  trial  and  rewards 
-  a  time  when  the  rains  may  not  come  when  you  want  them.    A  time  when  "bugs  and 
worms  develop  "big  appetites  and  they  all  like  fresh  vegetables.    So  dust  off  the 
duster.    Get  the  ear  of  your  garden  leader  and  give  heed  to  any  words  of  wisdom 
he  or  she  may  propound  when  you  tell  your  troubles.    Well,-  let's  hope  it's  not 
quite  that  "bad  with  you.-  hut  it  really  i_s  a  time  you  want  to  be  rain  conscious 
and  bug  conscious. 

Drought,  short  or  long,  is  pretty  sure  to  come  and  it  does  cut  production. 
Garden  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  say  keep  your  eye  on 
the  calendar,  and  if  there  are  no  rains  for  seven  or  eight  days,  you'd  better  do 
something  about  it.    Don't  just  sprinkle  a  bit  each  day.    That  just  brings  the 
roots  up  near  the  surface.    Do  a  real  job  of  pinch-hitting  for  the  rain.    If  you 
use  a  sprinkler,  leave  it  on  about  three  hours.     If  your  soil  and  slope  permit, 
the  best  way  to  get  the  water  on,  is  to  run  it  the  length  of  the  furrows  between 
the  rows  until  the  soil  is  well  soaked.    Or  maybe  you  own  some  of  that  canvass 
hose  that  lets  the  water  ooze  out,  soaking  the  ground  on  which  it  lies.    But  what- 
ever method  you  use,  remember  that  advice  about  soaking  the  soil.    And  that, means 
getting  the  moisture  down  seven  or  eight  inches.    Logical,  isn't  it?    That's  where 
the  roots  belong. 

Whether  you  have  rains  arriving  at  the  proper  intervals  or  whether  you 
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substitute  for  the  Weather  Man,  you'll  find  a  mulch  helps  conserve  the  water. 
Grass  clippings  make  a  good  mulch,  or  any  vegetation  that  has  no  weed  seeds  in  it. 
Put  it  between  the  rows  and  around  the  plants.    But,  say  the  garden  specialists, 
don't  spread  it  on  too  thick,    A  good  depth  for  the  mulch,  after  it  settles  down, 
is  about  two  inches.    If  it  were  too  deep,  it  would  absorb  the  water  from  any 
light  rain  that  might  come. 

With  weather  problems  settled,  let's  talk  of  bugs  and  worms?  Unpleasant. 
And  Greedy.    Always  nibbling  on  the  choicest  plants.    There  seems  to  be  a  beetle 
for  everything,  with  a  few  leafhoppers  and  squash  bugs  thrown  in  to  clean  up  the 
leavings.    They  all  have  their  vulnerable  points  though,  and  a  determined  V-gardener 
is  not  the  one  to  overlook  anything. 

She  doesn't  overlook  -  but  she  does  look  over  her  garden  every  day.    And  she 
is  not  easily  fooled.    If  the  bean  leaves  have  no  nibbled  holes  in  them,  she  turns 
over  soae  leaves  here  and  there  to  see  if  egg  clusters  are  neatly  deposited  where 
the  newly  hatched  grub  will  find  a  choice  spot  to  start  nibbling.    When  she  finds 
any  grub  eggs,  she  crushes  them  and  saves  herself  a  lot  of  trouble,  and  some  beans, 
too.    Such  general  feeders  as  the  Japanese  beetle  will  eat  most  anything,  but 
prime  in  the  garden  favorites  are  the  foliage  of  beans,  asparagus  and  the  silks 
of  sweet  corn,    The  grubs,  Irm  told  by  entomologists,  will  eat  the  roots  of  plants. 
—  bean,    tomato,  beet,  sweet  corn,  onion  and  strawberry,  but  ordinarily  they 
do  not  cause  serious  damage  to  garden  plants. 

Seems  the  beetles  like  beans  and  other  vegetables  as  well  as  we  do.    But  we 
did  the  planting  and  we  intend  to  do  the  eating.     Isn't  that  right,  Victory  Garden- 
ers?   Here's  notice  from  Victory  Gardeners  to  all  Mexican  bean  beetles,  Japanese 
beetles,  blister  beetles,  old  squash  bugs,  leafhoppers,     various  and  sundry  worms! 
Victory  Gardeners  will  hand-pick,   spray,  or  otherwise  dostroy  all  marauders  found 


eating  leaves,  pods,  cornsilks  or  other  verdue,  or  herbaceous  natter.    That  ought 
to  "be  legal,  even  in  a  beetle  court.    And  don't  you  hugs  think  for  a  minute  you 
can  fool  us  "by  eating  on  the  under  side  of  the  leaves.    We'll  look  there  and  we'll 
spray  there,  and  we'll  even  pick  you  off  "by  hand.    In  other  xvords,  it'll  he 
tough  going,  Bugs.    And  that  goes  for  worms,  too. 

V-gardeners,  let's  make  this  a  real  clean-up.    Learn  how  to  keep  that  impor- 
tant garden  spot  in  top  condition  through  the  summer.    Ask  your  garden  chairman, 
or  your  county  agent,  for  advice  on  how  to  fight  insects  and  other  garden  pests. 
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